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Abstract 

A new raninid crab, Rogueus robustus from the Middle Palaeocene (Lower Selandian), 

Lellinge Greensand Limestone of Klintebjerg, northern Sjaelland (Zealand), Denmark, is the 

earliest known and first member of that genus to be described from Europe. Comparisons are 

made with Rogueus orri Berglund and Feldmann, 1989 and a revised list of other known 

Selandian macro-fossils is given. 
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Introduction 

Among palaeontologists it is often said that the best 

collecting is to be done in Museums. The truth of this 

became evident to one of us (SLJ) during a recent 

routine curatorial inspection of the collections of the 

Geological Museum, Copenhagen, when he encounter­

ed two fragmentary specimens of unidentified crabs of 

Middle Palaeocene, (Lower Selandian) Lellinge 

Green!;,and Limestone age and recognised them as 

belonging to the recently described genus Rogueus 

Berglund and Feldmann, 1989. 

Crabs from the Lellinge Greensand Limestone, 

found as isolated boulders forming part of the very 

mixed assemblage of rock types exposed in a Quater­

nary melt-water exposure at Klintebjerg, northern 

Sjaelland, Denmark, are very rare; hitherto, only two 

species, the lobster- like Oncopareia klintebjergensis 

Jakobsen and Collins, 1979 and a crab, Camarocar -

cinus obtusus Jakobsen and Collins, 1979 have been 

described from that age and locality. The present 

discovery of the new crab carapaces, therefore is not 

only a significant contribution to our knowledge of 

decapods of Selandian age, but allows description of 

the earliest known and first European member of the 

genus Rogueus. 

Oncopareia klintebjergensis known by a fragmentary 

carapace and associated cheliped was considered 

(Jakobsen and Collins, 1979) to have a greater affinity 

to Oncopareia coelsfeldensis (Schlliter, 1862) from the 

Senonian of Germany. The calappid genus Camar -

ocarcinus from the Palaeocene Cannonball Formation 

of North Dakota was erected by Holland and Cvan­

cara, 1958 to contain Camarocarcinus arnesoni Hol­

land and Cvancara, 1958 (recte name 1959); C. obtusus 

described from two carapaces, is the only known 

European member of this genus. The genus is also 

known by Camarocarcinus quinquetuberculatus Collins 

and Rasmussen, 1992 from the Upper Danian of Cen­

tral Nuqssuag, West Greenland, and this species is 

considered to be closer in development to C. arnesoni 

than C. obtusus. 












