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Abstract 

Decapod crustaceans are recorded from the Naha Formation (Pleistocene), Ryukyu Group 

of Okinawa-jima, Japan. They are assigned to four extant species, Neocallichirus sp. (Cal­

lianassidae), Podophthalmus vigil (Fabricius, 1798) (Portunidae), Myra fuga:x (Fabricius, 1798) 

(Leucosiidae) and Macrophthalmus (Eupla:x) latreillei (Desmarest, 1822) (Ocypodidae), and 

one extinct, Macrophthalmus (Eupla:x) granulosus de Man, 1904. Of these, M. (E.) granulosus 

is first recognised from Japan. M. fuga:x extends its stratigraphic range to the Pleistocene age. 

M. (E.) granulosus is considered to be a valid tax on and not the junior synonym of Macrophthal -

mus (Eupla:x) latreillei (Desmarest, 1822). 
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Introduction 

Fossil decapod crustaceans are rarely known from 

the Ryukyu Islands, Japan. Oshiro & Shakita (1980) 

first described Ranina ranina (Linnaeus, 1758) from 

the Ryukyu Group (Pleistocene) of Okinawa-jima, 

and subsequently Karasawa (1993) has recorded four 

species, Scylla serrata (Forskal, 1775), Thalamita sp. 

and Carcinopla:x prisca Imaizumi, 1961, from the Maia 

Formation (Pliocene) of Kume-jima, and Macrophth­

almus (Eupla:x) leptophthalmus (H . Milne Edwards, 

1852) from the N akoji Formation (Lower Pleis­

tocene) of Okinawa- jima. 

The junior authors collected sixteen specimens of 

fossil decapod crustaceans from the gravel Member of 
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Fig. 1. Map showing the decapod-bearing locality. 

the Naha Formation, Ryukyu Group exposed at Oya­

shi (Tako-yama), Yomitan-son, N akagami-gun, 

Okinawa Prefecture (Fig. 1). At Tako- yama, the 

outcrop consists of gravel, gray sand and clay in 

ascending order. Fossil decapods are included in gray 

clay. These deposits are valley or basin- fill deposits 












