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An occurrence of a fossil sperm whale
from the Miocene Mizunami Group, central Japan

Yoshihiko Okazaki*

(Abstract)

An occurrence of fossil sperm whale, Aulophyseter sp., is reported as the first record of the genus
from Japan. The specimen includes skull with lower jaws, many teeth, atlas and axis. The
specimen is recorded from the Yamanouchi Formation of the Mizunami Group in Gifu Prefecture.
As there are several similar teeth from Nagano and Mie Prefectures, the species might have wide
distribution among the Miocene Setouchi Realm.
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Asloplvseler ap,

TR A A AT i Matsugasecho, Mizunami City, Central Japan

IR R RE AR s Ch@elegiiun upper part of the Yamanouchi Formation,
Mizunami Group (Early Miocence)

TSR A T i ooy i gtored in MFM (Mizunami Fossil Museuam)

Fig. 1. skull in dorsal view. =0,2

Fig. 2, internal view of left lower jaw with axis, =0.2
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Anlophyseter sp,

H T4 4 O Matsugasecho, Mizunami City, Central Japan

ORI B o) wpper part of the Yamanouchi Formation,
Mizunami Group (Early Miocence)

SR T A by b i il stored in MFM (Mizunami Fossil Museum)

Fig. 3. skull in ventral view., =0,2

Flg. 4, external view of left lower jaw, =0.2
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Plate 46

Awulophyseter ap,

TR T A% 4 Y Matsugasecho, Mizunami City, Central Jnpan

R P R A P upper part of the Yamanouchi Formation,
Mizunami Group (Early Miocenee)

I A T A A Tt 0 o stored in MM (Mizunami Fossil Museum)

Fig, 5, Internal (5a) and external (5b) views of right lower jJaw. =0,2

Fig. 6, dorsal view of jaws. =0.2
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Awnlophyseter sp,

T i 4% 4 W i Matsugasecho, Mizunami City, Central Japan

TR R R R RS (PRl upper part of the Yamanouchi Formation,
Mizunami Group (Early Miocence)

BV A A Do i il atored in MFM (Mizunami Fossil Museum)

Fig. 7. cranial view of atlas. 20,5

Flg. 8-10, three teeth (nos.1, 2, 5) In lateral view, x1
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