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(Abstract) 

Early Miocene Ostracoda from the Shukunohora Sandstone of the Mizunami area, including 

thirty-one species among 26 genera, are systematically described. Six new species, Bairdoppi!ata 

itoigawai, Trachyleberis mizunamiensis, T. shukunohorensis, Hirsutocythere? akatsukiborensis, Aus­

tralimoosella hanaii and Aurila olmrnurai are described. Eight species are left in open nomencla­

ture. This is the first report of the genus Bairdoppilata from Japan. 

Introduction 

The Mizunami area, central Honshu, Japan (Fig. 1) is well-known place among 

Japanese paleontologists and fossil-collectors because many Miocene fossils occur in a 

well-preserved state from most formations in this area. Intensive study by Dr. J . Itoigawa 

for more than 30 years clarified the stratigraphy and paleontology of the early Middle 

Miocene of Japan. Although many systematic descriptions are published, no systematic 

study of Ostracoda has been reported. This paper supplements the paleontology of the 

Miocene Mizunami by giving a full picture of the ostracod fauna. 

For the study of Miocene Ostracoda from Japan, the work of Hanai (1957, 1977) 

provides fundamental data. Hanai (1977) stated that "some species of living warm 

ostracods, such as Hernicytherura kajiyarnai, Aurila sp. and Schizocythere kishinouyei, which 

first settled in Japan in the Middle Miocene, have maintained a status quo in phenotype up 
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