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(Abstract) 

Paleomagnetic directions were obtained from the Early Miocene Mizunami Groop in Kani 

basin (35.5°N, 137°E). Mean direction, obtained from the group, is D =52.0°, 1=42.3°, a95 =15 .6° 

showing no significant difference from that of late Early to early Middle Miocene sequences in 

Southwest Japan. This evidence suggests that no rota tion occured in early Miocene. However, 

mean direction of the Hachiya Formation, the basal formation of the group ranging from 22 to 20 

Ma, seems to be more defected eastwardly over 10 degrees from that of late Early Miocene 

Nakamura Formation which overlies the Hachiya Formation conformably. This fact suggests 

Southwest Japan might have been undergone about 10 degrees CW rotation around 20Ma syn­

chronous with initial opening of the Japan Sea. 
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