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(Abstract) 

The radiolarians are abundant microfossils through the Middle Miocene Oidawara Formation, 

Mizunami Group, Gifu Prefecture. In order to provide their fundamental information, this paper 

reports the occurrence of 47 characteristic radiolarians including four new species. 

Introduction 

Many geologists and paleontologists have studied the Lower to Middle Miocene 

Mizunami Group distributed in the Mizunami basin, Gifu Prefecture, or its bearing fossils. 

However, radiolarian studies on this group are very far from sufficiently extensiveness, 

although the uppermost Oidawara Formation is extremely rich in siliceous organic 

remains. 

Our provisional investigations have proved that the radiolarian preservation is excel­

lent, perhaps the best in the Japanese Neogene deposits, and the diversity is also very high. 

Such a situation will be favorable for considering paleoecology of radiolarians, taking 

· account of results obtainable in future from the neighboring Morozaki, Ichishi and Iwamur­

a Groups which also abundantly yield radiolarians (Fig. 1) : These deposits are thought 

to be contemporaneous heterotopic facies accumulated in a gulf and, further fortunately , 

well understood about paleoenvironmental problems based on other fossils or geological 
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