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Abstract

Ergaea walshi (Reeve), a symbiotic calyptraeid inhabits inside of gastropod shells used by hermit
crabs. We report E. walshi preserved in gastropods from the Upper Pliocene—Lower Pleistocene
(Piacenzian—Gelasian) Takanabe Formation and the Middle Pleistocene Toyohashi Formation.
These autochthonous occurrences of E. walshi are an exceptional fossil record from the Pliocene—
Pleistocene of Japan.
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Fig. 1. Gastropods with Ergaea walshi (Reeve) preserved inside the shell. 1, MFM112606,
Sydaphera spengleriana (Deshayes) from the Middle Pleistocene Toyohashi Formation of the
Atsumi Group; 2, MFM 112607, Neverita didyma (Roding) from the Middle Pleistocene Toyo-
hashi Formation of the Atsumi Group; 3, MFM112608, Glossaulax hyugensis (Shuto) from the
Upper Pliocene—Lower Pleistocene Takanabe Formation of the Miyazaki Group.





