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Abstract 

 
Fiona Fearnhead made her home in palaeontology late in life, but rose to prominence as an expert on 
the Devonian and, particularly, Silurian crinoids of the British Isles. She was a co-author of two major 
monographs on these fossils, as well as of contributing chapters and shorter papers on crinoids, trace 
fossils and museum studies. Fiona was author or co-author of twenty-one new species of mid-Palaeo-
zoic crinoid. 
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1. Introduction 
 
(Abridged after Donovan, 2023.) Dr Fiona Fearnhead 
studied for both her degrees in geology at Birkbeck 
College, University of London; she attained her B.Sc. 
(hons) in 2005. Fiona’s Ph.D. topic was British Lland-
overy (Early Silurian) crinoids. I must admit that I in-
fluenced her, to excellent effect, to examine these fos-
sils. She became a widely recognised expert on these 
beautiful stalked echinoderms which had only been 
studied sporadically for a hundred years. 

Most of the research, including fieldwork, for 
Fiona’s Ph.D. was undertaken when she was tempo-
rarily resident in the Netherlands, with an honorary 
position as a guest researcher at the Nationaal Natu-
urhistorisch Museum (Naturalis) in Leiden. Areas for 
fieldwork were various, including the Pentland Hills 
(e.g., [2, 9, 13, 14]), south-west Scotland ([4, 7, 16]), 
Shropshire ([5, 6]), and south-west and mid-Wales. 
Fiona’s Ph.D. thesis, Systematics and Palaeobiology 

of British Llandovery Crinoidea [12], was supervised 
by Dr C. J. Underwood and formed the basis of her 
contribution to The British Silurian Crinoidea ([8, 
11]). Publication of such a detailed monographic 
study of the internationally important British Silurian 
fauna was long overdue. The only previous such vol-
ume was an unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Ramsbottom, 
1953; Donovan, 2009). 
 

2. Themes 
 
2.1. Crinoidea 
(Bibliography 2, 4–9, 11–17, 19, 22, 25, 29, 31–34.) 
Most importantly, Fiona was the Queen of the mid-
Palaeozoic crinoids of the British Isles. Her contribu-
tion over less than two decades of working on the sys-
tematics and faunistics of mid-Palaeozoic crinoids 
was significant. Most notably, she co-authored two 
Palaeontographical Society monographs. In addition 
to the three-part Silurian volume [11], she co-authored 
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the two parts of The British Devonian Crinoidea 
([19]). The Devonian crinoids had been monographed 
at the end of the 19th century and then had received 
little attention for over 100 years. In writing about the 
Devonian crinoids, we had an equitable division of la-
bour, with Fiona concentrating on making new collec-
tions (e.g., [22]), while I reviewed old museum col-
lections ([29]). 
 
2.2. Trace fossils 
(Bibliography 3, 10, 18, 21, 26, 27, 35.) Fiona col-
lected trace fossils, principally borings both ancient 
and modern, as an adjunct to her fieldwork on crinoids. 
They were there; specimens in museums and the field 
posed interesting questions (e.g., [21]), and they were 
an interest we shared. For example, we researched one 
intensely burrowed Silurian surface in the Pentland 
Hills of Scotland with the late Professor E. N. K. 
Clarkson [10] while collecting Silurian crinoids from 
the same area [9, 13, 14].  
 
2.3. Museums and miscellaneous 
(Bibliography 1, 20, 23, 28, 30.) Fiona’s last job was as 
geologist for the Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodi-
versity (AMC) at the Natural History Museum, London 
(NHMUK). She was keen to advertise the work and po-
tential of the AMC in amateur (e.g., [23]) and NHMUK 
journals ([20]). She was also keen to record unusual 
body fossils from her fieldwork ([28, 30]). 
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4. New crinoid species erected by Fiona Fearnhead 

and co-authors 
 
Taxa are arranged in the order of publication. All twenty-
one species are from the mid-Palaeozoic (Silurian or De-
vonian) of the British Isles; see original publications for 
more precise stratigraphic and other relevant details. 
Clematocrinus ramsbottomi Fearnhead in Fearnhead 

and Donovan, 2007 [5] 
Petalocrinus bifidus (Bather MS) Donovan and Fearn-

head in Fearnhead and Donovan, 2007 [5] 
Ptychocrinus mullochillensis Fearnhead and Donovan, 

2007 [5] 
Lanxocolumnus (col.) geoffnewalli (Fearnhead and Do-

novan, 2007) [6] (see also Donovan and Keighley, 
2015, 2019) 

Calceocrinus nidamentum Donovan, Lewis, Fearnhead 
and Widdison, 2009 [11] 

Chirocrinus broweri Donovan, Lewis, Fearnhead and 
Widdison, 2009 [11] 

Chirocrinus baingowardi Donovan, Widdison, Lewis 
and Fearnhead, 2010 [11] 

Cyathocrinites? fonei Donovan, Widdison, Lewis and 
Fearnhead, 2010 [11] 

‘Dendrocrinus’ whitei Donovan, Widdison, Lewis and 
Fearnhead, 2010 [11] 

Dendrocrinus? johnphillipsi Donovan, Widdison, Lewis 
and Fearnhead, 2010 [11] 

Plicodendrocrinus brevis (Ramsbottom MS) Donovan, 
Widdison, Lewis and Fearnhead, 2010 [11] 

‘Dendrocrinus’ obscurus Donovan, Widdison, Lewis 
and Fearnhead, 2012 [11] 

Periechocrinus? bulbosus (Ramsbottom MS) Donovan, 
Widdison, Lewis and Fearnhead, 2012 [11] 

Carpocrinus verminosus Donovan, Widdison, Lewis 
and Fearnhead, 2012 [11] 

Calliocrinus rugiferus (Ramsbottom MS) Donovan, 
Widdison, Lewis and Fearnhead, 2012 [11] 

Cordylocrinus rugobrachialis (Ramsbottom MS) Do-
novan, Widdison, Lewis and Fearnhead, 2012 [11] 

Pentagonocyclicus (col.) lamonti Donovan, Fearnhead, 
Clarkson and Donovan, 2011 [13] 

Oehlerticrinus peachi Donovan and Fearnhead, 2017 
[29] 

Sidericrinus (col.) plymouthensis Donovan and Fearn-
head, 2021 [19] 

Euptychocrinus longipinnulus Fearnhead, Donovan, 
Botting and Muir, 2020 [32] 

Pentagonopentagonalis (col.) annulus Donovan, Hoare, 
Clark, Dixon and Fearnhead, 2024 [33] 
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