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Historical review of records on the Mizunami fossils, Gifu, Japan
Part 1. Pre-Meiji period

Junji IToicAwa* and Shunsuke WATANABE™*

(Abstract)

Records on Miocene fossils in Mizunami area in pre-Meiji period are synthesized and
reviewed. The oldest record is a mold specimen of Vicaryclla replaced by calcedony found
in Hakusan-shrine old mound (early Jomon period) of Tajimi City near Mizunami. Cast
specimens of Vicarya, Vicaryella and other gastopods replaced by calcedony and sediments
are called “Osagari”. White one is “Tsuki-no-osagari” (excrement of the moon) and
reddish one is “Hi-no-osagari” (excrement of the sun). There are many folk stories and
the history of a temple on the origin of Osagari which has being deified by people in
Tsuki-no-miya (shrine of the moon) and Hi-no-miya (shrine of the sun), and in the
shelues for Shinto tablet in each home.

Fossils appear in Japanese poems (Tanka and Haiku) from Heian period (go up nine
century) made by various poets who passed the area. They are recorded in old literatures
and monuments of poem.

Other records are also in various books as follows;

a. Books of Honzo (oriental “natural history’)
Butsurui-hinsitsu 6 vols. (1763 A. D.) by Gennai HIRAGA
Unkon-shi 18 vols. (1772-1779) by Sekitei KIUCHI
Honzo-komoku-keimo 48 vols. (1803) by Ranzan ONO

b. Books on a topographical sketch and travels
Funpon-ko (1786) by Masumi SUGAE
Noshu-junko-ki (1739-1800) by Koko HIGUCHI

and others

Some of them are shown in plates.
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Plate 54

Fig. 1. H®% Hinomiya shrine
Fig. 2. H®O# O Monument of Hinomiya shrine
Fig. 3. H®%# Tsukinomiya shrine

Fig. 4. HOwO#Ai# Monument with engravings of a poem at Tsukinomiya shrine
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Plate 55

Fig. 1. #l¥%0 &AL Divine tablet of Jishoji temple

Fig. 2. BiAfiE# Cover of Funpon-ko by Masumi Sugaé

Fig. 3. BWARS “TH# HOE:LHOEDAY v F Sketch on Tsuki-no-Tama (gem of
moon) and Hi-no-Tama (gem of Sun) in Funpon-ko

Fig. 4. PR PEXRAHIE L  Inside of cover of Butsurui-hiushitsu

Figs. 5,6. fsnpE fiftidH  Clause on Chalcedony, Butsurui-hinshitsu
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e

BRI BUR" <

=3
=

SR

A

Rl =

s
u
-

RIS

£ W MR ER OERLCY W) T g
W IR EN TR oM KRR
ERLECE N | _A.q..L,

et da TR E MR N AR I e - R
2 IRYERLS g Kws (BES = A e
S 4 H e = Ok oy a8

ol M Bes e

IHD E3 oy Fug s e LSudaw
e B e e o L e B
WL NR N e =0 - RS - et
.%LuxﬂiaxAE?nw£WJrv4ﬁr

¥ e e il
N | .

l ; :
PREE O BN s 2k EEe SNl N
Wides =8I W EREF e N g
0N D R SN e - U LW L e o

\,

i&é&éuéﬁfx%mﬂﬁﬁi
e - Ak L e RN
SUE KT RO v el B
o 0w W BT T K
- DA R E o
O SN N rﬁ?ﬁf
B s a0 ek Wi P T

B

g
> F
=

(9]

\ Srmeg ﬁw S
2 3 s
- >
O RS o e A DR o w8
L N Em N A 7 R - e e

o)
a

R4
[ awalsig~ NG~ 2o MR~

s a
=30

1A 2 - oA R = o T e

B ARR . W~ AR HR uNa
e g@ ok asd w e k=l ad e e
W D e o OMEEET ) N D m AT
oo Wbt (a0

~

@ 2w S s D e AR E N
T o T AR e S R a K e

i

SR R ) N e 0

SRR - e SN S X
o

N Y
3

= W

- ¢cNLWNERIE

YA e D M A ER -

el el

BTN E- SR N

KR ) B e ol DI e

o B e X 8T R A O R O
Y TRVIESRESETY S ARSI E |
44 Bpetp A S U Eed X 2K A

P

IEise s =

%&i@%&% @.EM].@ ..

ng &

A





